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work wad begun on this project en Oeteber 1, 1947, and continued wutil
August 31, 1952, the cloeing date of tho contract. The first year of ths eom-
tract was spent in investigatione -z 4% topic."llothodo of Identification of
De~m- 12 Vawwst@bic for Military Sorvrico s The primary problem was the identi-
fication of mmlingering on personality tests. One study (1) indicsted that the |
peychogolvanic response was of little valus ir the amsessment of malingeriag on :
peraonality test iteme. Another study (2) was concerned with the develepment
of a ey for the Mimmeasota Multiphasiec Personalty Inventorye. This key waa desi-
gned after both positive and negative mmlingering “ad been experimentally produ-
ced and severed wuccessfully to identify most of the experimentally malingered
MMPI recordes Thae key hes besa uped with some success by other investigators amd
1s ¢ tangible product of possible vaiue in Naval Seleztion.

The second part and major part of the comtraet period has teen devoted te
theoretical and gmeral problems in relation to verbal behavior (4). Studies
have been made of certain aspects of verbal) behavior itself and of ite relation-
ship to cartein other psychological proecssses- .
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Ten experimental s tudios were made of the effectes of experimentally
increased associative strength on solutions to reasoning problems {Mater's
twoestring and het-ruck problems). Three of the four s tudies {5,12) produces
;7itive results. Three studies (8,10) were coucerned with the effect of

‘1) nvsuciations on problem solutions, and two of them produced significant
evidence that 0ld sssocintlious Anfluentes prodlea soluition. Two other studie
iel, anvientsd thn% tha ordior of words in which a problem was stated has u

Dldenant dnfluenom ot e wind of solution appeiring mceat frequently. Ome -
S Lwareporied  stisoute; ta Jetarmine whether ord crder would heve
e Iee%e Wewd Tedndis  aethodoie glenl difficiitles made the augguuvo

B ﬁr«q’ B aaats = T RN

“¥L.trce Lo owwelule V. iTherpiet. i
§
. 4
- aha L m e L g ieatrd T thhren L ront L L e &) ree vary
Cum e I RTLEe T pee LAt 5T YA vt g ot Taviher |
i a e ol U oras wfhe or ow gl iile et sapsey ’
L ce Lt eesuddiow pRALLS S, e stew rRue ol2fifloanty
L 2 AN 1L A EE VR a s IR ey
A R ST - T'T 3 MR PR hon Y oA miad Feuttag
. J% e Lenirn Toeo BoBTaw €0 WAL . Lo al Al :
B e :
Lv ‘ H H
W,S.«. gq ! .

*“M Copy




s




9
A

k1

3. dtudiee of Verba) Bshavier-

dvoldapcw of Cortanin Thoughis . l

An exploratory atuly was mace of the Dollard and Miller hypothesie
Lot AT stupping thinking of zomsthing reduces anxiety then stopping
thinking of that topic will be lcarned. The study (18)jequiveeal
reasulte yleldod.

{erkal Behavior ead Attitudes. | |
!

A theory of attitudes predicated on the verbal response as a

mediatin agency in attitudinal behavior was partially developed- In

acecordance with this theory, a word asoociation technique for the

nensurenast of attitudes was established. It was successfully uved

in the measurewent of certain Allpord-Vernon values (9) and of

radiosl ism-eonservatism (37)s An attempt t0 measure authoritarianisu-

squialitarianism failed, probably becauns the oriterion sosle (the

California F-scale) is unsatisfactory (17). An unreported attempt was

made t0 measure experimentally induced nued-achievemet with this
toochaique, but the results were inommrlusive.

in accoruanes with the thacry of attitudinel .behavior a study (10)
was sonduceted whieh showed the influancre of attitudes om learning.
Attempta t0 shov effects of at$itude en inuidentsl learning and pereeption
(11) preduced equivocal results, probably becsuse of methodolegical
deficlencies. Anether atudy (14) was performed to study the influence
of varbal hatutes on personality iradt ratinges. The study showed that
verbal habite, operating alome, vould influence personality ratings.

The werd aseceiation techniqus mentioned above, offers some promise as
a aimple, reliable and value and valid msens of assazsing attitudes.

Several investigations were made of certain aspects of verbal
behuvior, especially the free assoeiation process. One study showed
that the aasociative output to stimulvs words was related to the
frequency with which the stimulus woirds are used in the Eaglish
lenguage (13). Another study (21) showod that mssociative cutput
woe greater for atiitude-related words than for etimulus werde
unrelated ta attitude. A third study (13) chowed suggestive evidonaze
that habit eSrmmgih 4s an important variadle in determining tw
recallability of words and ths order in which wards nre rwealled in
a simulated free ascecintion situation. One more investigation (20)
sungestnd that the recall of verbal mnterial was enharnced by gpacsed
reonll trials.

A laet gtudy (17) in thie aree showed that expacted changes in
wnmocintive resctiog tiaws, predieted from o theory of the process and
sipandzntion of warbal Lehavier, did net mscur.

sinaai

e i

T e e L



ﬁ:\

-8

...9 . '...'Q

These atudies all have relevance to the developing interest I ,
verbal behavior, currently associated with communieation or informetion
theary, Thay offer some sufficisnt support for and, on the other hand,
some evidence negative for current theorizing m this area.

One other study in the aroa of nrbal b-havior ouniuod tho ut:lntyk
of the distress-relief quotient as a moans of evaluating thonpoutle
progress {3). Positive resulis were obtained.

Tweaty-2ix otudies have deen suzmarized in the forogolug pnngnph.
end in the 21 technical reports produced in this project (ses appended
1ist). Despite the large number of studies carried out it can be said .
in conclusion, that several times this number of investigations must de
performed befare firm angwers %o any of the problems studisd can bas -
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No COZ/.P. CeNoy Judsonc Ae Jo, & Welck, DsVe Om the aimiﬁdmco of he
psychogalvanic responso as an indicatar of reaction to personality test items.

do Barcholes 1M9, 7, %7,-384,

M. Cofer, Coﬂo; Cranes, J., & Judson, Aedo A study of malingering on the
Minnesota Hultiphuu Persomal ity inventory. Jo -rmm.' 1“9' 27, 491-499.

#3, Cofer, CoNo, & Chamce, Jo The Disce -_n.!ort-unof quotiont in pnbnahod moo
of counseliny and peychoterspy. Jo Psypghelo., 1950, 29, 219-244. :

44+ Cofer, CuNep, Verbal behavior in relation to reasoning, perception and learnings
Introductory etatoment.

#5. Judson, AeJe, and Cofer, CeNo The role of increased assooiative streagth iz
reasonling. .

’

6. Judson, AeJo, amd Cofer; CoN» An expeyimental analysis of the role of directim

in a si-ple verbal preblem.

#1. Judson, Aede, and Cofer, CoNo A further analysis of direction in a simple verdal
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#3. Cofer, C.N. and Gelfard, 5. The role of incroased wssooiative strength in
reasonings Further report, '

#13. Cofer, CeNe, and Bhe7its, Re Vord association as a functiom of the Thorndike-
Lorge frequenoy of the stimulus words. Thic report was published as "Word Assoeiation
48 a function of word frequeney™, Amr. J. Paychol,. 1952, 65, V5-79,

#l4e Cofer, CuNs, and Dunn, JeTe Personality ratings as influsnoced by verbal stimuli.
This report will be published ir 1933 in J. Patsonal.

8. Oofer, OuNo A study of "habit otrength®™ in relation to clustering in free
ansoociation.

f18. Cofery CuNe Another imvoetigation of associative factors in reasoming.

M7 Cofar, C.Ne, and Nordile, F.J. Further studles of attitude measurement by a
word ussociation technique.

8. Cofer, CeNey and Coonan, ToJ. Inhibition of thought categories undar atwmses
an Exploratory ntuvAw.

#19. Cofer, CeNey and Ford, T.Je Mediated generalization among synonyms.

#20. Cofer, CeNe Influenco of one recall upem subsequent recells of incompletely
lexrned matarial,

#als Cofer, CaNe, and Bhevits, R. Fres association and attitude.

Oofer, C.N. Verbal behavior in relation to reasoning and valuss. Fp. 206-227 ia
Guetakow, He (ads), Oroups, Leadership apd Men. Pittsburgh: Carnegie Press, 1951,

Cofery CeNe Malingeriong on Personality Tests. Renearch Reyiows, 1949, May pp. 18-20.
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